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Mobile Etiquette
Being wireless is no excuse for being tactless. Here are some tips to help you mind your cellular manners
The sight of the business executive who simply refuses be unglued from the cellphone eagerly pressed to his ear, no matter where he happens to be, is something that’s only too familiar. Cell users often seem to forget that others share the same planet and are sometimes completely insensitive to those around them—to the noticeable annoyance of non cell users. 
Cellphones have been known to save lives, increase business opportunities and keep many marriages from breaking up, but they’ve also been known to destroy the magic of the movies, make everyone at a restaurant swivel around and stare, and bring many a meeting to an abrupt halt. People have even been known to carry their cellphones to funerals!
Your handset is undoubtedly and admittedly very important for you, and keeps you in touch with the hundreds of urgent things you have to do everyday, but imagine interrupting a romantic candle-lit dinner with a shrill ring, or disrupting someone’s concentration while they’re doing something equally important to them. 
If you’re a frequent cellphone user you’ll immediately protest that these gadgets are, after all, supposed to be anywhere-anytime phones. Isn’t that why we call them mobile? And don’t we pay the earth for the privilege of being able to use the phone whenever we need to?
A cellphone wouldn’t be much use if you couldn’t use it anywhere, anytime. And that’s exactly why most cellphones come with a host of features you can use to ensure good cellphone usage while keeping disturbance to others at a minimum. Next time before you’re at a meeting or conference, explore your cell’s quieter ways of letting you know you have a call coming in. Even the most basic cellphones have different ring settings, some of which are sufficiently soft-toned. Some vibrate or flash a light to alert you, some let out an inoffensive little beep. The more recent high-end cellular models have extensive profiling options that let you divert your calls when you’re in a meeting. You can use this in combination with a voice mail option with the cellular service and not miss any calls or messages at all. 
If you don’t have any quiet or divert options on your cellphone, it’s best to just switch it off while you’re at a place where it’s important not to disturb others—meetings, conferences, theatres, hospitals, and so on.
It isn’t just loud rings that disturb other people, it’s loud voices. It may be that you (or the other person) need a better phone, but there’s still the tendency for everyone else to see a loud cell conversation as "showing off". Use your mobile phone as discretely and quietly as you can. 
If there’s anything ruder than disturbing some, it’s making them pay for being disturbed. Knowing that cell calls are quite expensive, it’s a good idea to restrict both the number and the length of calls to people on their cellphones. If you encounter a voice mail message, do leave a specific message the person can respond to. There’s nothing more annoying that finding a collection of blank messages waiting for you.
Another rule for cell users concerns the use of their cellphones while conversing with other people. Abruptly switching off from the person you’re with to attend to your call tells the other person that you have more important things to attend to. That’s fine if it’s the message you want to give, but if not, you should discretely divert your call and attend to it a little later—or at least not in mid-sentence!
Like smokers, mobile phone users around the world are being increasingly pushed out of the mainstream and isolated in special compartments or areas with others of their ilk. Last spring, Britain’s Great Western Trains Co introduced mobile-free carriages on its lines between London and Wales. Restaurants in Norway, the United Kingdom, and elsewhere now have phone-free sections, delimited by those annoying little red circles with a slash through them. Some establish-ments have, kindly enough, put up signs in the restrooms telling people it’s OK to use their phones there. And in Israel, theatrical and symphonic presentations are preceded by a tape of well-known actor Joseph Yadin asking audience members to turn off their phones.
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